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JONATHAN's 


IMPORTANT FACTS, 
Plus This 'N' Thar! 


Full Real Name: 

Jonathan Gregory Brandis 
Nicknames: “Jon” and “The J-Man” 
Birthdate: April 13, 1976 
Astrological Sign: Aries 
Birthplace: Danbury, Connecticut 
Current Residence: Los Angeles' 
San Fernando Valley 

Height: 5'8” tall 

Weight: 130 pounds 

Eye Color: Blue 

Hair Color: Blond 

Family: Jonathan is the only child 
of Greg and Mary Brandis. 

Pets: A bird named Ernie and a cat 
called Marbles 

The Biggest Influence On His 
Life: “That would have to be 
director Steven Spielberg, because 
he is a great filmmaker and he's 
someone whose career I would like 
to follow.” 

How He Describes Himself: 
“Funny and never shy” 

What Jonathan Likes Best 
About Himself: “The fact that I 
can take criticism and not let it E > 
bother me.” е i 
What Jonathan Likes Least ВИЧ 
About Himself: “Sometimes I oy E 
ignore people without even pa WU 
knowing it.” N | y 
Habits And Idiosyncrasies: и 

“I watch too much television and I > 

bite my nails.” 4 

His Message To You: “Keep your " 9 
grades up in school and you can a 

strive for anything in life!” 


Hey! Wanna Take A Peek Into 


JONATHAN'S 


Past? 


n April 13, 1976, in Danbury, 
O Connecticut, a wonderful 

thing happened—Jonathan 
Gregory Brandis was born! Now all 
parents feel that their children are 
beautiful, but Jon’s folks, Greg and 
Mary Brandis, couldn't help but agree 


when their friends took one look at 


their baby with the big blue eyes and 
informed the proud parents that little 
Jon would be perfect in commercials! 
Turns out they were right! At the 
tender age of four, little Jonathan 
landed his first commercial! Since 
then, he's appeared in over 85 ads all 
together. In fact, he became so 
successful that in 1986, when this 
blond-haired boy was 10, his family 


moved to Los Angeles, California, just 
so they could be close to Hollywood— 
the show biz capital of the world! 

Not surprisingly, Jonathan's career 
flourished! His cute face and excellent 
acting skills won him guest-starring 
roles in over 40 television shows, 
including Full House, Who's The 
Boss?, The Flash, Webster, Murder 
She Wrote and L.A. Law! 

He also made his presence known 
on the small screen by appearing in 
two mini-series, Poor Little Rich Girl 
and It. 

Soon the movies were beckoning, 
too, and before long Jonathan found 
himself starring in such films as The 
Wrong Guys, The Neverending Story 
II:The Next Chapter, Stepfather II, 
Ladybugs and Sidekicks. 

Today Jonathan is still actively 
pursuing his acting career. He loves 
entertaining people and is thankful 
for all the wonderful experiences that 
being an actor has given him. 

“Tve traveled all over the world 
thanks to my acting jobs!” smiles a 
grateful Jonathan, who has now been 
on location in Africa, London, 
Bermuda, Canada and Germany! 

Not only has Jon traveled the 
globe, but he’s also learned many 
exciting things during the course of 
his career. Today he can horseback 
ride, coordinate stunts, do special 
effects makeup, perform magic 
tricks, play the trumpet and juggle 
over four objects at a time! Talented 
and cute—now that’s a boy you could 
love forever! 
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sk Jonathan Brandis to define 
А the word love, and he'll say 
“Mom and Dad!” 

Jon knows he's guite fortunate to 
have been blessed with such caring 
parents as Greg and Mary Brandis. 
And this resident of L.A.'s San 
Fernando Valley spends a lot of time 
with his mom and dad, so he feels 
especially close to his folks! 

Jon and his dad are practically best 
buddies—Greg shares his son's love 
of basketball, which they play 
together often, and he's the person 
who can take full credit for teaching 
Jonathan to drive a car! Mary is a 
kind, nurturing woman who is always 
close at hand should Jon need a 
sympathetic ear, some motherly 
advice or a kindred spirit to bounce 
his creative ideas off of! 

Besides being loving and caring, 
Jonathan's mom and dad have been 
super supportive of his acting career. 
“They back me up 100 percent!” 
smiles this April 13, 1976 birthday boy. 

Though Greg is a busy guy who 
works as a Pepperidge Farm Cookies 
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distributor, he was willing to take 
precious time out of his schedule to 
drive his blond-haired son to auditions 
when Jon was just beginning to break 
into show business. 

And Mary is equally devoted to her 
adorable son! She used to be a 
substitute schoolteacher, but when 
her blue-eyed boy’s career took off, 
Mrs. Brandis began spending her 
days managing his fan club. Jon 
thinks she does a fabulous job and he 
is very appreciative of her work. 

“T could never do it all on my own,” 
confides Jonathan. “My mom’s really 
helpful, and both of my parents 
handle things I don’t know about, like 
accounting and stuff. Luckily for me, 
they are very intelligent business 
people!” he adds with gratefulness. 

Because they’ve been so incredibly 
supportive throughout his life, 
Jonathan reveals that if one day he 
had a child who wanted to go into 
show biz, he would hope to help out 
in the exact same way that his 
parents have been there for him. 

Even though Mr. and Mrs. Brandis 
do all they can to assist Jonathan in 
his career, they always remind him 
that what’s most important is his 
personal happiness. 

“The most important piece of 
advice that my parents have given me 
is to be honest about whether or not I 
want to do a particular acting 
project,” offers Jonathan. “They’ve 
always told me if I ever decide I don't 
want to do something, whether it's 
acting or something in my personal 
life, that I don't have to feel pressured 
into doing anything I'm not com- 
fortable with.” 


JON. 


Just Can't 


‘|| Keep You Off 


His Mind! 


onathan Gregory Brandis 
J has plenty of thoughts to fill 

his head these days, what 
with having to juggle a busy acting 
career, schoolwork, household 
chores, a screenplay in-the-works 
and an active social life. 

And while he does a great job 
balancing the many areas of his 
life, there is yet another topic on 
Jon's mind that just might get 
more attention than the others, 
and that's romance! Yes, Jon 
admits it—he spends guite a bit of 
his time dreaming about finding a 
special girl to share his life. 

Thanks to these love-filled day- 
dreams, Jonathan has a very clear 
idea of what his “Miss Right” will 
be like! 

First and foremost, “Га like to 
meet a girl who I can talk on the 
phone with,” beams this blue-eyed 
cutie, “because I love blabbing on 
the phone!” 

Besides wanting someone to burn 
up the phone lines with, Jonathan 
dreams of being with a gal who's 
Just as friendly in person! He's such 
an outgoing and fun-loving fellow 
himself that he'd love to share his 
Joy with a girl who could match him 
laugh for laugh. 


Also high on the J-Man's list of 
date-able traits is spontaneity. “I'd 
like to meet someone who's 
impulsive and loves to do fun 
things at the spur of the moment 
because I'm not really someone 
who likes to spend a lot of time 
Just sitting at home,” admits this 
April 13, 1976 birthday boy. 

“You know, I need a girl who I 
could take to an amusement park 
like Disneyland or a place with a 
lot of rollercoasters, and who 
wouldn't be afraid to go on all the 
scary stuff!” he laughs. 

If zooming down a rollercoaster 
with Jonathan’s arm wrapped pro- 
tectively around you sounds fun, 
don’t think it might never happen. 
Though many of the girls Jon gets 
to know are in show business, he 
meets his share of non-famous 
gals, too, and he openly admits 
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that he would be happy to date a 
fan! But he’s quick to add that their 
relationship would have to be one 
of equals. 

You see, other than the fact that 
he’s an actor, Jonathan is just a reg- 
ular guy and enjoys being treated 
like one. He doesn’t want any 
special favors and dislikes being 
catered to just because he’s a 
celebrity. If he were to go out with 
one of his admirers, he would hope 
that she would feel at ease with 
him after getting to know what a 
down-to-earth guy he is. 

“If I were dating a fan and she 
was really star-struck over me, 
well, it would just kind of make 
me feel uncomfortable,” confides 
this lover of Italian food. In other 
words, any girl who’s lucky 
enough to land a date with Jon is 
best to just try to think of him as 
“the boy next door” with a very 
interesting after-school job! 

Besides accepting him for who 
he is instead of what he does, 
another quality that attracts Jon to 
a girl is having a wide range of 
interests and the willingness to 
share them with him! 

Jonathan is a caring guy who is 
genuinely interested in learning 
about what makes other people 
tick, especially someone as dear 
to him as his girlfriend. 

“If I had a girlfriend, I would 
prefer that our conversations be 
about both of us, not just about 
me,” explains this resident of 
L.A.'s San Fernando Valley. 

So here's the bottom line—if 
Jonathan met a friendly fan who 


was comfortable around him, fun 
to be with and who had some 
common interests, then, yes, he 
just might ask her out! 

In fact, the only down side to 
dating a fan that Jonathan can see 
is that she might not understand 
just how hectic his life can get. “It 
can be kind of hard to go out with a 
girl who isn’t involved in show 
business, because she might not 
realize just how busy I am. Then 
she’d get mad at me for not calling,” 
laments this Aries-born boy. 

So what’s the very first thing Jon 
notices when he meets a girl, 
whether she be a fan, fellow class- 
mate or co-star? 

The first traits that capture his 
interest are sensitivity and honesty. 
Then if the gal is, as he puts it, “real, 
down-to-earth and normal,” this 
Danbury, Connecticut native knows 
that she’s a person he would like to 
get to know better. 

On the other hand, if he senses 
that a girl is phony or dishonest, 
he wouldn’t feel safe in revealing 
his heart to her and therefore, he 
isn’t likely to ask her on a date. 

Speaking of dates, here’s 
Jonathan's idea of the perfect 
evening out! “I'd like to double up 
with another couple and then do 
dinner and a movie or maybe a 
concert. Anything's fine as long as 
it’s fun!” he smiles. 

With his busy schedule, right 
now Jonathan can only daydream 
about these fun-filled outings. 
However, deep in his heart he 
knows that someday, somewhere, 
he will meet his own “Miss Right!” 

“To me, the perfect life situation 
is eventually settling down with a 
girl, having a nice house and car, 
and making really good films!” 
exclaims Jonathan. “Yeah, that’s 
what I want!” 
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JONATHAN's 


Not Just Playing A Role! 


E FW think its very important for 
young people to have 
heroes and idols.” 

This straight-to-the-point state- 
ment comes directly from the 
mouth of one of your favorite idols, 
Jonathan Brandis! “It’s nice to 
have a role model to look up to,” 
stresses Jon, “because having a 
hero to admire can have a really 
good influence on a person’s life.” 

How exactly does Jonathan 
define a role model? “Well, to me, 
it’s someone who’s proven himself 
or herself in their chosen field,” 
answers this Connecticut-born 
cutie. “It’s a person who has worked 
hard for their success and deserves 
to be where they are.” 

When asked who his own role 
models might be, Jonathan lists 


filmmaker Steven Spielberg, 
director Robert Zemeckis and 
actor Rodney Dangerfield. 

“Steven Spielberg is a role model 
to me because he makes such great 
movies, like F.T. The Extra-Terres- 
trial and Raiders Of The Lost Ark. 
He’s someone whose career I even- 
tually want to follow,” notes this 
dedicated actor, who one day hopes 
to direct films of his own. 

“I also idolize Robert Zemeckis, 
who made all the Back To The 
Future movies. He established my 
interest in directing as well,” smiles 
this pizza lover. 

On the other side of the camera, 
Jonathan gives high marks to actor 
Rodney Dangerfield. “When we 
were making Ladybugs together, I 
learned a lot from him! He taught 
me everything from comedic timing, 
to drama, to crying on cue,” grate- 
fully acknowledges the only son of 
Greg and Mary Brandis. 

While it’s easy for Jonathan to 
talk about his heroes, it’s difficult 
for this modest guy to accept the 
fact that many young people look 
up to him. 

“It's tough to recognize myself as 
a role model,” blushes Jon. “I don't 
know if I can honestly say that I 
am. But I think to some kids, to an 
extent, I am,” he shyly admits. 

Jonathan is flattered that people 
are impressed with his work and 
hopes that he can set a good 
example. “I try to say the right 
things and I try to give the best ad- 
vice,” expresses this caring cutie. 
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“The first time someone asked 
me for my autograph was back 
А in 1982 when I was working 
on the soap opera One Life To 
Live. I was very surprised!” 


CAR 


“My dad recently gave me his 
silver 1986 Nissan Maxima!” 


TV COMMERCIAL 
= Let's see...It was a Fisher Price 
| toy commercial in 1980! I was 
| only four years old, so I don't 
“ remember much about it. I 
think it was for some type of 
carousel toy.” 


CRUSH 

“Her name was Rachel and we 
went to kindergarten together. 
Boy, was she cute!” 


CA MOVIE 

^ “E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial—I 
went to see it about four times! 
It really made an impact on me!” 


AIRPLANE RIDE 

“I flew from my home state of 
; Connecticut to the island of 
>, Bermuda when I was either 

six or seven years old. The 

reason I went was to shoot a 

Coca-Cola commercial.” 


ALBUM 

“The first album I ever bought 
was Michael Jackson’s Thril- 
ler back in 1984. I played it to 
death! I knew every single syl- 
lable he sang on that record!” 


JONATHAN's 


Fabulous Firsts! 


KISS 

“My first kiss took place in a 
school bus at night, with a girl 5 
named Linda. I was like 11 or 12 
years old. We were coming home 
from a baseball game at L.A.’s 
Dodger Stadium where my 
school band had played.” 


PET 
“I had a turtle named Dinky that 


I got when I was three years 


old. He lived for about three КА 


years, but then one day he 
got really bloated and died.” 


BOOK 

“It was a story called The Cat 
In The Hat by Dr. Seuss I read {=== 
it when I was seven years old. I | 
loved the books pictures !” 


These Are A y OF 


| 


Place: Danbury, Connecticut—his 
hometown! 


Bands: Red Hot Chili Peppers, Guns 
N' Roses, U2 and Nirvana 

Actor And Actress: Richard Drey- 
fuss and Sally Field 

Moyies: J.F K., Back To The Future 
and Where The Day Takes You 

TV Shows: Quantum Leap and Cops 
Qualities In A Girl: Sensitivity and 
honesty 

Childhood Memory: When he 
traveled to Africa to film the television 
miniseries Poor Little Rich Girl 


Color: Midnight blue 


Food: Pizza with sausage and pep- 
peroni topping 


Drink: Pepsi or Snapple 
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Dessert: Ice cream 


Gift: The telephone he received on 
his 15th birthday from his folks, Greg 
and Mary 


Birthday: His 13th, when he and his 
friends went to Hollywood's famous 
Magic Castle, which is a private 
magician's club 

Item To Collect: MAD Magazines 
Item To Hang In His Room: Movie 
posters 

Animal: A hawk 

Time To Wake Up: 10:00 a.m 


Day Of The Year: December 31st— 
New Year's Eve! 


Piece Of Advice: “Don't be pres- 
sured into something you don't want 
to do. That involves and includes 
everything!” 
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ou might think that with a 
Y acting schedule like 

Jonathan's, school wouldn't 
be at the top of the list for this 
talented performer. However, the 
truth is that Jon places a high value 
on learning and works hard to 
maintain his grades. 

In fact, he has a personal message 
to you, his loyal fan, regarding your 
schoolwork. 

"Keep your marks up and you can 
strive for anything in life!" is the 


advice of this level-headed guy, who 


knows first-hand that devotion to 
school can pay off. “I usually get A's 


and B's on my report 
cards," he says with a 
modest smile. 

Jonathan's currently 
enrolled at a private 
school in L.A.'s San 
Fernando Valley, where 
fortunately, the faculty 
is very understanding 
about his acting career 
and his not-always-pre- 
dictable schedule. 

The staff at the 
School realizes that 
when this April 13, 
1976 birthday boy is 
acting in a film or a 
television program, he 
has to learn his lessons 
from an on-the-set tu- 
tor. Thanks to their 


P» 3 understanding, Jon's 
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able to swing back and 
forth between school 
and tutoring with no problemo! 

It’s also fortunate that Jonathan 
himself is so flexible when it comes 
to meeting and working with new 
people, because during the years, 
he’s gone through quite a few tutors! 

“With every movie or TV show I 
work on I have a different tutor on 
the set,” explains Jonathan. “I usual- 
ly have about three or four hours of 
school a day.” 

Now that may not sound like a lot 
of hours spent in the classroom, but 
when you consider that he’s working 
one-on-one with a private teacher, it 
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school day. Plus, this likable lad 
doesn't get to enjoy those fun school 
time-fillers like gym, study hall, 
homeroom and lunch. 

“So, how are his lessons going?” 
you're probably wondering. “Well, 
school's good. It's going fine," an- 
swers Jonathan. “My most challeng- 
ing subject is math, but I'm actually 
able to enjoy some of it. Recently, 
Tve studied geometry and algebra. 

"I think geometry is more fun than 
algebra, because I like doing all the 
graphs and charts and using tools 
like a compass," smiles Jonathan. 
"There's so much to know, but over- 
all it's fascinating!" 

Another reason that Jonathan is 
enjoying his hardest course is that 
he recently studied with a terrific 
teacher with whom he got along 
really well. 

"His name is Meeno Peluce and 
he's really cool," smiles this right- 
handed fella. "He also just happens 
to be Soleil Moon Frye's older 
brother!" Soleil, the former star of 
TV's Punky Brewster, also attends 
Jonathan's school, and she was even 
in that math class with Jon! 

"Soleil doesn't say much about 
her brother being the teacher, but 
its got to be pretty strange for her,” 
imagines Jonathan. 

This perceptive thought comes 
straight from a guy who knows 
exactly what that type of situation is 
like. “When I was in pre-school back 
in Danbury, Connecticut, my mom 
was our substitute teacher,” he 
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explains. “I thought it was pretty 
bizarre seeing my mom at school 
when she'd fill in!” he confesses. 

Now that's he's in high school, 
Jonathan reveals that he's got a few 
favorites of his own! Can you guess 
what his number one class is? If you 
answered, “Science,” you're right! 

“Science is my favorite subject!” 
beams this adorable actor. “I like the 
subject so much because I had a 
teacher who made it so fun to learn!” 
he exclaims. 

“My teacher was very wacky—he 
would get really excited when he 
was explaining the elements (the 
scientific term for substances which 
can't be broken down any further, 
such as oxygen, iron or gold) and 
stuff,” laughs Jonathan. 

But it's not just scientific dis- 
cussions that Jon looks forward to. 
“I also like history,” he reveals with 
enthusiasm. “I'm really starting to 
get into events that happened in the 
past. Plus I like learning about 
different cultures.” 

Back in 1990, Jonathan had him- 
self a real-life, once-in-a-lifetime 
history learning experience. When 
he was filming the flick The Never- 
ending Story II:The Next Chapter, 
in which he starred as “Bastian,” he 
traveled to Europe where the movie 
was being shot. 

“As part of my schoolwork, I was 
allowed to do photo studies with my 
camera of all the ancient castles 
over there. It was amazing!” he 
recalls with a wide grin. 
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JONATHAN 


Tidbits Io 
Tantalize You! 


* THUMBS UP OR 2 
THUMBS DOWN? 


If you imagine what it would 
be like to be an actor, one of 
the most difficult parts would 
probably be reading the critics’ 
reviews of your performance 
in newspapers and magazines. 
If they liked what you did, 
then the experience could be 
both flattering and encourag- 
ing. Yet if they weren’t particu- 
larly impressed with your film, 
it would be a major drag! 
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f you were to ask Jonathan what he 

would do if suddenly there was no 
longer such a thing as acting, he'd 
probably scratch his blond-haired 
head and look at you with a puzzled 
expression on his adorable face! 

Career-wise, Jon is stuck-like-glue 
on acting, and to tell you the truth, he 
would be quite stumped if he had to 
choose another occupation. 

But even though Jonathan is totally 
in love with performing, he's also 
realistic about his chosen profession. 
He realizes that, like with any other 
job, show business has its ups and 
downs. Fortunately, he's willing to 
accept the good with the bad! 

“On the plus side of acting there are 
the great people I meet, the fun 


locations I get to go to, and making 
up my characters,” confides Jonathan. 

While Jon is crazy about all the stuff 
that goes into being an actor, he admits 
that there's nothing more satisfying 
than viewing the finished product! 

“Probably the most rewarding thing 
about what I do is sitting in the theater 
at the premiere of one of my movies 
and watching myself onscreen,” he 
says beaming with pride. 

Despite all the great aspects of show 
business, there are some not-so-good 
things about this career, and Jonathan 
isn't shy about pointing them out. 

“Probably the most unpleasant part 
of my job is having to get up early,” 
sighs this self-described late sleeper. 
“Just to give you an idea of what I 
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Fl John Buchanan and Jonathan on the set of Sidekicks. j 


mean, there are many days when I 
have to get up and be on the set at 5:00 
in the morning!” 

In addition to having to be roused 
out of bed much sooner than he’d 
like, there’s another aspect of show 
business that Jon isn’t wild about. 
That’s the fact that teenaged actors 
like himself aren’t always given the 
respect he feels they deserve. 

“Some of the adults in the business 
don’t always treat a younger actor 
like me as a person with a brain,” says 
Jon with typical honesty. “Sometimes 
they don’t have any faith in me when 
it comes to doing my job.” 

Jonathan always feels a slight bit of 
hurt when this happens—after all, 
like most artistic people, he tends to 
be very sensitive. But he’s also mature 
enough to realize that every job has 
its difficulties, and he doesn’t let 
those problems get him too down. 

In fact, one of Jon’s strengths as a 
performer is that he’s able to take a 
potentially negative situation and turn 
it into a positive one. 

For instance, while he was working 
on a TV show called The Flash several 
years ago, Jon was having a bit of 
trouble with one particular scene he 
was filming. 

“We were filming this part where 
I'm eating pasta, and all of a sudden 
this huge wad of spaghetti fell right 
out of my mouth!” he remembers with 
a giggle. “It was one of my most 
embarrassing moments, but actually 
it was pretty funny!” 

And where someone else might 
have been mortified by this incident, 
Jonathan was able to see the humor 
in the situation. Now the spaghetti 
scene is just a hilarious memory he 
can recall any time he needs to have 
himself a good laugh! 

Just as Jon uses humor to get 
through potentially embarrassing 
acting moments, he's able to glide 
through difficult times by perceiving 
them as welcome challenges! 


‘My toughest scene occurred when I 
was playing the part of “Barry 
Gabrewski” in Sidekicks,” confesses 
Jon, referring to the flick he made in 
1992 with Danica McKellar, John 
Buchanan and Chuck Norris. 

“I had to climb up onto this stage in 
the middle of a huge arena and break 
bricks with karate chops. The bricks 
were made out of clay, so it wasn't 
that hard to do, but still I had to 
smash them in front of 1,500 extras 
who were watching me!” he recalls 
with a shudder. 

Though Jon admits this experience 
was “nervewracking,” he also goes on 
to say that after it was all said and 
done, he felt pretty darned good 
about himself! In other words, the 
stunt went off well and he came away 
with the sense of knowing he could 
do something he wasn't sure he'd 
could handle. 

Disappointment is another not-so- 
positive part of acting that Jon is able 
to handle well, thanks again to his 
ability to uncover the good in what 
might be seen as bad. 

For example, awhile back Jon 
landed a role in a television pilot (the 
very first episode of a TV series, 
which is taped or filmed and then 
sent to networks in hopes that they 
will add the series to their list of 
programs) entitled Don't Let That 
Python In The House. 

It turns out the show was never 
picked up by the networks, which 
made Jonathan feel a little bummed 
out at first. But then he realized that 
not getting the series was actually a 
positive thing. 

“After thinking it over, I decided 
that I'd rather not be on a TV series 
because that might really limit me 
since all of my time would be taken 
up doing that,” reveals Jon in his 
typical easygoing manner. “The way 
my career is now, I can do movies, 
mini-series, commercials or just enjoy 
being a kid—whenever I want!” 
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ince you're such a huge fan of 

Jonathan Gregory Brandis, 
you're probably very familiar 
| with his movies, including Lady- 
bugs and The Neverending Story 
| JI: The Next Chapter. However, 
did you know that one of his 
deepest dreams is to write films 
. as well as to act in them? It’s true! 
In fact, this blond-haired boy is 
currently working on his very 
own screenplay! 

“I'm writing a script right now 
that hopefully will be made into a 
movie one day,” he proudly says. 
“The film is called Outbreak, and 
it's about poltergeists (mischie- 
vous ghosts) and the supernatural.” 

Jonathan came up with the title 
after deciding that his story 
would be about a young woman 
in her early 20's who's attacked 
by an outbreak of poltergeists. 

Since Jonathan's movie involves 
these high-spirited spooks, he's slightly 
worried that people will confuse it 
with the 1982 flick Poltergeist. 

“Outbreak is a little bit like the 
movie Poltergeist because of the 
subject matter,” admits Jonathan. “So 
now I'm really trying to make sure 
that it's different. For instance, my 
movie doesn't deal with a family or 
have a psychic in it like Poltergeist 
does,” he explains. 

Facing up to the challenge of writing 
an original movie is hard work, and 
Jonathan is the first to admit this. 

“Writing a screenplay is very difficult 
to do and mine is coming along so 
slowly,” confesses this April 13, 1976 
birthday boy. 


However, he’s not giving up! Instead, 
Jonathan keeps persevering and using 
his own special methods to get his 
masterpiece completed. “One of the 
things I'm doing that's sort of different 
is I don't use a computer,” confides 
Jonathan. “I'm writing Outbreak by 
hand and I'm going to type it up later.” 

Jon's other trick is to write all of the 
movie's scenes in order. “I'm making 
sure to skip around and go out of 
seguence, because I'd get too con- 
fused,” admits Jonathan. But no 
matter what method Jon uses to pen 
his screenplay, you can be certain that 
with such a talented guy putting his 
thoughts to paper, itll turn out terrific! 


BOP: First things first—are you 
going out with anybody? 
JON: No, not right now. 


BOP: Fair enough! If you were 
going to spend one month on a 
deserted island with only three 
CDs (and a CD player, of course!) 
which CDs would you choose? 

JON: Га pick Pump by Aerosmith, 
the Red Hot Chili Peppers' Blood 


Sugar Sex Magik and Use Your 


Tllusion П from Guns № Roses. 


BOP: What qualities are important 
to you in a friend? 

JON: I’m drawn to people who 
are honest and who understand 


my crazy schedule. I don’t expect a 
person to be totally devoted to me, 


but I like friends who keep in .. 


touch and don’t wander off. 


BOP: What would your fans be 
most surprised to learn about you? 
JON: I don’t think that people 
know I love astronomy (the study 
of the stars, the planets and their 
movements). 


BOP: What do you think are the 
biggest challenges facing teenagers 
today? 

JON: Staying away from drugs, 
gangs, peer pressure and alcohol, 
and working to keep a good 
relationship with your parents. 


Continued on next page iim) 
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ВОР: What is your most prized 
possession? 
JON: My family! 


ВОР: What is the one thing that 
you should really do, but you keep 
putting off? 

JON: I really need to get myself a 
new alarm clock. 


BOP: Who makes you giggle? 
JON: I can always count on my 
friend Alex and an English teacher 
at my school to make me laugh! 


BOP: Can you name some of the 
actors and actresses that you 
would like to work with one day? 


SO. JON: There are tons, but Steve 

) Martin, Kevin Kline, Demi Moore 
and Kirstie Alley are a few I'd love 
to be in a movie with! 


ВОР: What guestion do your fans 
ask you the most? 

JON: They usually want to know 
how they can break into show 
business. I tell them that, first of all, 
it helps to live near a big city like 
New York or Los Angeles, because 
that’s where most movies and 
television shows are made. Then I 
suggest they take drama classes. A 
person needs talent and luck to 
succeed at acting. If they have 
charisma, too, then I think they have 
a very good chance of making it. 


ВОР: Whats your favorite kind of 
cake to eat? 


JON: I love devil's food with 
chocolate icing! 
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BOP: What is your dream car and 
what do you actually drive? 


JON: I drive a Silver 1986 Nissan 
Maxima that used to belong to my 
dad, but my ideal set of wheels is 
either a brand new Jeep Renegade 
or a Geo Storm. 


BOP: What would be your ideal 
vacation spot? 


JON: Either Venice, Italy, or 
Bermuda! 


BOP: What was your best Hal- 
loween costume ever? 


JON: When I was four years old, I 
dressed up as “Dracula.” I looked 
really good! I had fangs and 
everything. A couple of years ago, I 
went as “Freddy Krueger” from the 
movie Nightmare On Elm Street. 1 
liked that costume, too. 


BOP: Did you and your Sidekicks 
co-star, Danica McKellar, ever 
date? 


JON: No, but we're really good 
friends. We had a lot of fun 
together on the set. She and I made 
up our own language so that we 
could have little conversations that 
no one else could understand! 


BOP: What would be your ideal 
role to play in a movie? 

JON: My ideal role? Oh, 
definitely, an “Indiana Jones” type 
character. I would love to do that! 
Can't you just see me swinging on 
avine? 


L-R: Jon's family includes his grandpa Fay, mom 
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Mary, Jon, dad Greg and Grandma Mary Ellen 


or many people, holidays are the 
highlights of the year. These joyous 
occasions are special times to 
celebrate with friends and family, and 
Jonathan is definitely one of those 
people who appreciates these festive 
opportunities to be with his loved ones! 
One of Jonathan's very favorite holi- 
days is Easter. “It stands out in my 
memory because it's one of the only 
times a year that my whole family gets 
together,” smiles this, adorable actor. 
"We all go over to my grandparents' 
house and we have a great time!" 
Besides enjoying family together- 
ness, Jon confesses that there's another 
reason why he's so crazy about Easter. 
"It falls right near my birthday (April 
13th), so I usually get a lot of extra 
presents when I see all my relatives," 
he admits with a grin. 
Another holiday that brings a smile 


a. to Jonathan's cute face is Halloween. 
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“I like to go out with my friends for 


' Halloween. We like dressing up as 
| ‘Batman’ or whatever else we can 


think of,” confides this native of 
Danbury, Connecticut. 


Even though Jonathan feels that he 
and his buddies are a bit old to go 
trick or treating, he admits that in 
recent years, he and his chums have 


pick up a tasty piece of candy. 

“Most of the night, though, we just 
run around the neighborhood scream- 
ing, but we're never mean—we don't 
scare little kids or anything,” em- 
phasizes Jonathan. “However, we do 
love to throw toilet paper!” His neigh- 
bors in L.A.'S San Fernando Valley 
must be thankful that Halloween only 
comes around once a year! 

Speaking of giving thanks, Jon wants 
to share with you his thoughts on 
another fun holiday, Thanksgiving. “To 
me, Thanksgiving is a time to dig deep 


inside your soul and really be true to | 


yourself,” he confides. That’s why Jon 
always takes time out from his turkey 
dinner to reflect on all the many things 
in his life that he's grateful for. 

On the less serious side, Jon is 
guick to mention that “the food at 
Thanksgiving is great and it's a terrific 


time to reunite with those you love!” 
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Dad Shares Fatherly Stories! 


ince you're such a devoted 

Jonathan fan, you probably want 
to learn everything there is to Know 
about this fabulous fella. Well luckily 
for you, Jon's dad, Greg Brandis, is 
here with plenty of sweet stories to 
share about his son! 

“He was an excellent baby,” begins 
Greg, when asked about Jonathan's 
early years. “He was fun. He had a 
great personality and, most of all, he 
had this great big belly laugh!” 

When Jonathan was born on April 
13, 1976, Greg and Mary (Jon's mother) 
took a close look at their child and 


— " = 


г Ув decided that he had his mom's 

|^ hair, his grandmother's eyes 

and his daddys nose! 
“Jonathan's baby pictures 


Greg. “When he was little, he 
looked very much like I did 
when I was his age.” 

As Jon grew up, his father 


uncanny ability to entertain 
himself. “Since he didn't 
have any brothers or sisters 


learned how to make his 
own fun,” recalls Greg. 


somebody to play with, little 


with his stuffed animals. “His 
favorite was a stuffed bear 
named "Teddy; that my father, 


Germany,” remembers Greg. 


family!” laughs Mr. B. 


In an effort to have| 


Jon's grandfather, got in | 


are a lot like mine,” confides | 


noticed that he had an| 


to horse around with, he | 


= 


Jonathan became great pals | 


“In fact, he still has ‘Teddy!’ | 
He lives in the closet, but | 
he's remained a part of the | 


Besides playing with these cuddly 


stuffed critters, Jonathan also liked 
making music with his mother's pots 


and pans! When he wasn't giving | 
concerts in the kitchen, this blond- | 


haired toddler could often be found 
building forts out of the sofa cushions! 


Yet of all Jonathan’s playtime | 
activities, his dad best remembers his | 


son giving puppet shows in the car. 


“He'd use one voice for his right-hand | 


puppet, another voice for the left-hand 


puppet, and then with his regular voice | 


he'd have a three-way conversation!” 


giggles Greg. 


M | 


$9 7 


y 


vv v 


v 


v 


MAMAS 


Memories From 


VUVVVVVVVVYVVYVVYVVUVYYY 


onathan's dad isn't the only one 

who can tell tender tales of his 
son's childhood! That's because Jon's 
mother, Mary Brandis, has plenty of 
her own stories to share! 

"When Jonathan was only two years 
old, he liked playing with shaving 
cream. He loved squirting the stuff on 
our kitchen counter, then he'd add 
food coloring and mix it all up!" 
remembers Mary. 

"Next he'd take the colored shaving 
cream and put it on his face and 
tummy," she adds with laugh. 

When Jonathan and his mom werent 
creating creamy colors in the kitchen, 
these two could often be found outside 
“puddling!” What's that? you ask. 
"Whenever it rained, we would put on 
our boots, jump into puddles and 
stomp up and down," explains Mary. “It 
was such fun! Jonathan loved doing 
anything and everything!" 

She also reveals that her beloved 
baby was a bit of a ham! “Even as an 
infant, whenever I had a camera in 
my hands, Jon would always look 
towards it and smile," she recalls. 

Over the years Mary took many 
photos of her adorable little guy, but 
one of her all-time favorites is a 
picture of Jonathan dressed up as a 
bunny rabbit for his first Halloween. 
“I put him in a snowsuit and sewed a 
little tail on the back. He was so 
cute!” she fondly reminisces. 

Obviously, Jonathan's older now 
and is much too big to wear snowsuits. 
Yet, Mary can clearly recall his child- 
hood winter romps! 

“We were always ice-skating, sled- 
ding and building snowmen or snow 
forts!” exclaims Mrs. B. “Why, Jonathan 
was so crazy about snow, that he 
even liked shoveling it!” 
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In the summertime, Jonathan's 
passion switched to fishing. “I 
remember when he caught his first 
fish at age three or four,” smiles 
Mary. “We were on vacation at a lake 
in upstate New York. He was so 
proud after reeling in that fish that he 
ran around and around yelling, ‘I did 
it! I did it!” 


You Know You’ve 
Got A Case Of 
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..you've watched the movie Ladybugs 
over and over just to see Jonathan’s 
gorgeous face! 


.. your two favorite states are Con- 
necticut and California, Jonathan's 
birthplace and current residence! 


...you know that Jon’s middle name is 
Gregory! You also know that it’s his 
dad’s first name! 


.. your idea of the perfect trip is visit- 
ing upstate New York (which just hap- 
pens to be where the Brandis’ have a 
vacation home!) 


...Jonathan's name appears more than 
10 times in your diary! 


...you think guys who juggle, do magic 
tricks and collect MAD magazines are 
totally cool! 
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..you've decided that your lucky 
number must be 13, because Jona- 
than's birthday lands on April 13th! 


...you've never cooked before in your 
life, but suddenly you have an urge to 
learn how to make Italian food—which 
just happens to be Jon's favorite type 
of cuisine! 

..you write “Property of Mrs. Jonathan 
Brandis" on all your school notebooks! 


.. you bravely sat through Jon’s scary 
TV miniseries It in order to gaze at 
his dreamy blue eyes! 


...like Jonathan, you list New Year's 
Eve as your favorite holiday! 


..you’re able to “just say no” to drugs, 
gangs and peer pressure! 


..your favorite show, like Jon's, is Cops! 


...you like outgoing guys who's 
birthday falls under the astrological 
sign of Aries! 


..like Jonathan, you love to relax by 
watching 'TV! 


...you think 1976 was the most im- 
portant year in history—not because 
it was the United States' 200th 
anniversary, but because that's the 
year Jon was born! 


...you know that Jonathan's mom, 
Mary, runs his fan club! 


...you prefer blonds to dark-haired 
fellas! 


...your last thought at night, before 
nodding off to sleep, is of Jonathan 
holding you tenderly in his arms! 


FOR THE TRUTH READ 


